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from the ocean to the former capital of the island.
Timbuctoo, the city which had remained so long
an agglomeration of men the farthest removed
from all possible Western influence, is a well-
governed French possession. Caravans now
go from there without difficulty to the most
northerly points of Africa. A great work of the
French has been the digging of thousands of
artesian wells which bring fertility as soon as
they are dug, while much has been done other-
wise for irrigation.

The capital invested in French colonies, so
insignificant under the Empire, is now estimated
at over 4,000,000,000 francs; and the colonial
trade, so unimportant in 1870 that the States-
man's Year Book does not record it, is now,
including that of Tunis and Algeria, 1,400,000,-
000 francs annually.1 The old colonies, such as
St. Pierre andMiquelon, Guadeloupe, Martinique,
and Reunion, are not financially profitable, but
those which came under the French flag dur-
ing the second half of the nineteenth century are
quite prosperous. From 1889 to 1905 the trade of
Algeria has increased from 87,984,000 francs to
124,950,000, that of Tunis from 48,188,000 francs
to 158,000,000, that of Senegal from 38,746,000
to 77,879,000, that of the French Congo from

1 Le Signal, Aug. 20, 1907.